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WANDERINGS

THE IMFORTANCE
OFWHATISNOT
Wejoin thirtg spokes
To the hub of a wheci,

Yetitis the center hole

Tl—lat drives the chariot.

We shaPe clag
T o birth a vessel,
Yetit's the hollow within

Tl—lat makes it useful.

We chisel doors and windows
To construct a room,

Yetit's the inner space

T hat makes it livable.

Thus dowe
(Create what is

T o use what is not.

Jao Je C/7/ng, [ ao [ zu,

e oetry in [ ranstation




TABLE MANNERS By REV. DR, JILL KIRCHNER-ROSE

Tl‘nat is the Kingclom/ the Kinclom of Heaven on earth. ]t requires
an entirely different set of table manners. T able manners that call
for us to throw open the doors of the banquet hall for all peo-

Ple. |nstead of building walls between us, we claim this space for

builéing re]ationships. |nstead of creating a world of division, we
gather around the table for reconciliation.

|n this banquet hall, in this sanctuary, seated across from us
around this great communion table, | would like for us to create a
space for the abused and hurting, as well as the abuser, who feels
alienated and troubled. | would like to see seated at this table the
poor of the poor, the homeless teen on the street as well as the
wea]thy; those who are from the L GBT community and our very
important straight allies; those who question and doubt and those
who are rock solid in their faith. | would love to see a greater rainbow
of color around this table as well as Peop]e of all ages — from the
newborn babg to the c]dcrl9 who hobble along with a cane; those
with Phgsica] and/or mental cha”cnges hol&ing hands with those
whose boc]g and mind are in imPeccable shape. Andin keePing in line

with whom Jesus shared table Fe”owship, may we sct a Place forthe
Prostitute and even the [RS, the modern dag tax collectors. Yes,
may we welcome all kinds of People to this table and may we alwags
make room for one more for (God loves a full house.

Read the full sermon at http://uccrec”ands.org/sermons/table-

manners,/

“Instead of . bwfd;'ng walls between us, we claim this space for bwfd;'ng
refa t/bnslﬂ;os. “

FROM THE EDITOR'S IPAD By kAaTI4 HAGE
|s it time to open our hearts to new Possibilities?

We have care?u”g fashioned ourideas and Principles, experienccc{
their tides, and uncovered what lies underneath our dai19 gestures.

|s it time to step out and reach our hands to the Other so that both
of us can be filled with the beaut9 of being?




Petrified Log in the Memorial Garden

)
)

STORY OF RUCC'S PETRIFIED LOG &y zaceara

Near the barbecue center, in the succulent garden, was Placecl a
section of Petrhcicc{ wood. T his is the story behind that Iog.

About 200 million years ago, what is now northern Arizona
was a !ow, swampy area abounding in troPica| growth T here were
rushes, ferns, cgcads and trees, forerunners of SPecies we know
toclay. Sman, Primitive dinosaurs and other prehistoric creatures
roamed the vast flood Plain. UPstream from this Iow~|9ing area were
forests of huge trees. A dominant variety was a cone~bearing
sPecies (araucaria) related to some Presenbc{ag trees we know as
gingko, monkcg Puzzle and star Pine.

During flood times, the rivers of the area became raging
torrents. Big trees were uProoted and carried Possihlg a hundred
miles downstream where tl’xeﬁ collected in the lowlands. Tl’]eg
became submergec{ in water and covered with volcanic ash. Silica-
laden waters Percolatec{ the cells of the logs and depositec{ tiny
crgstals of ciuar‘cz, tuming the wood to stone. Sometimes other
minerals such as iron, manganese and coPPerFiltered into the silica
solution, resulting in the variety of colors sometimes found in
Petripied wood. T}wis process of burﬂing the trees continued over
cons of time and eventua”g a huge dePosit hundred of feet thick be-
came what is now known as the (Chinle [Formation. T hen, ages later,
came Changes. \/o!canic and seismic action eventua”g altered the
contour o{: the !and. Mountains were Pus}wcd up to reP!ace t]ﬁe Iow~
lands. Still later, forces of erosion laid bare the lagcrs containing
those Petrhcieé trees from Iong ago.

(Cont/nuca’on the /ast/oagc..‘)

“Do not
be
bewildered
by the surfaces;
in the depths
all

become

law.”

Rilke



For everyone born,
a place at the table
For everyone born,

clean water and

bread

A shelter, a space, a

safe place for
growing.
For everyone born,

a star over head,
And God
will delight

when we are

creators of justice

and joy,

compassion and

peace;

Yes,
God will delight
when we are crea-
tors of justice and

joy!
(New Zealander hymn)

CULIMATE CHANGE ey cHris NicoLOFF

“People of faith are beginning to realize that the global
warming and climate change are issues of environmental justice. [Tor
humans, those who are poorer are unable to adjust, will be the first to
feel the effects of a warming Planet. [.]Tor Plants and animals,
global warming means that they will not adjust in time and many will be
extinct, thus reducing the diversity and beauty of (God’s natural
creation.

President Obama on June 25th, 2013 said” Someday our
children, and our children’s children, will look at us in the eyes and
theyll ask us, did we do all that we could when we

had the chance?”

SOCIAL JUSTICE By cemr os4/ima

[Fortoo many, in this countrg,justice has yet to roll down like
water.

Here in Rec“ancls, we may take some solace that no overt
instances of racism has putus in national news, but let us not believe
that we have somehow escaped the ravages of racism, which indeed
linger in this city.

Racial isolation makes it easier to ignore what is happening
across town.

Bg crossing the divide, ..., we have a chance to do goocl
wor1<, but we also have a chance to cha”enge the comfort that keeps
us isolated. [t is a chance to build close loving connections with
PeoPle who can enrich ourlives. [t is an oPPor‘tunity to free us from
any hesitation or tentativeness that keeps us from taking PowerFul

stands against racism as a normal Par’c of our dai]g lives.
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(We take our)

THE WAY THAT YOU WALK By TOK0-PA TURNER
color from God,

|n these times of dcvastating ccological and social co“aPse, and who is better than

there are those of us who feel an urgency to attend to the world . 5

God at coloring?
‘before it's too late” Put the great Paraciox is that this very tenden-
cy to rush anxiouslﬂ ahead is what gotus into trouble in the first

—Qur’an 2:138

PlaCC.

|n the Aboriginal way of dreaming, the past and future are
embedded in the present. Ohne’s embodiment is the ground into
which all continuity flows, so the past can be_just as influenced as the

future }33 one’s way omcgoing in the here and now.

Let the way that you walk be slow. Let us listen to the Plcas
of our surrou nding thirsts. | et us acknowledge the Forgetting which
drifted us onto this ’ccrri{:}jing Precipice. | etthe grieF of it all make its
encounter ’clﬁrouglﬁ your remembering. And may bcau’qj come alive

then, underfjour feet.

Excerpi’cc/ from the u/Dcom/ng book “On Be/ong/hg” © 7‘0£0~ a Turner

20174 7-0 read more, check TOL0~IDa ’s website at www. To£~ a.com




REDLANDS UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST

As the Redlands United Church of
Christ, we are called by God to
follow the life and teachings of
Jesus Christ.

We are an Open and Affirming
community of faith, who value all
people as the family of God.

We love, nurture, support, and give
hope to one another on the journey
of faith, seeking God's will for our
lives.

Led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out
to serve, and to help heal the hurts
of humanity and the world with
caring justice to the glory of God.

We welcome all into the full life and
ministry of this church.

Redlands United Church of Christ
168 Bellevue Ave
Redlands, CA 92373

Senior Pastor: Rev. Dr. Jill Kirchner-

Rose
Music Director: Austin Turner
Accompanist: Lara Urrutia

Handbell Director: Dr. Steve Morics

Children's Education Director: Susi
Jacobsen
Office Manager: Nancy Sheets
Child Care: Leah Lane
Caretaker: Jay Grayson

Website: www.uccredlands.org
Phone: (909) 793-3520

Staff Emails:
Pastor@uccredlands.org
office@uccredlands.org
youth@uccredlands.org
childrenseducation@uccredlands.org

Redlands VL.,

STORY OF RUCLC'S PETRIFIED LOG ey rarpara Hauser

[ ate in the 19th century, American explorers in the west became
aware of the unique displag of Petrhciccl wood that occurred in the
high deserts of Arizona. President | heodore Roosevelt recog-
nized the need to protect this distinctive and rare Phenomenon and
declared the area Petrified [Forest National Monument (later up-
graded to a national park). [t would then be illegal for anything to be
removed from the park. Poundaries had been set along surveyors’
section lines that in some cases did not Fu”y enclose the natural
dePosits of the Pctriﬁed logs. [nevitably some specimens were found
on private lands outside the Park. That exPlains w}wj some of it was

accessible to co”ectors sucl—z as my husband.

(] o be continued in the Novemberissue)

| died as a mineral

and became a P[ant,

| died as Plant

and rose to animal,

| died as animal

and | was human.

Whg should ] fear?

When was | less bg dﬂing?

Yet once more | shall die as human,
to soar

With ange!s b]est;

but even from ange”ﬁooc{

] must pass on:

all except (God doth Pcrish.

When | have sacrificed my ange|~sou],
| shall become what no mind e’er conceived.
Oh, let me not exist!

for Non-existence

Froc]aims in organ tones,

‘To God we shall return.’

—RKumi, Masnavi 3: 39071-03




